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Special Points of Interest:

•

Tue., Jan. 1 ~ New
Year’s service. 2pm

•

Sun., Jan. 5 ~ Women’s
Association AGM at
11am
Sun., Jan. 12 ~ Dharma
School, 10am
Dharma Shotsuki, 1pm,
Kelowna Buddhist Temple AGM 2pm, Supper to
follow.

•

Shotsuki Memorial
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January
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Thur., Jan. 16 ~ Executive meeting 7pm
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Donations continued
Bottle Drive
Mrs. Tomiko Tamaki
Editorial
In Memory, 2019

Sun., Jan. 26 ~ Dharma
School, 10am
Goshoki Hoonko & Installation of Officers
Services, 2pm, Fujinkai
Shibokukai (New Year’s
Party) to follow.

Mr.

Honzo Budo

Myrna M. Morrell

Donations

Mrs.

Fumi Suzuki

Service Chairpersons

Mr.

Ben Ueda

Tue., Jan. 28. ~ Apple
Pie Making

•

Sincere apologies are
extended to the family
of Mrs. Ayame (Joan)
Tanaka, for failing to include
her name in the December
Shotsuki Memorial list.
Namo Amida Butsu

Mr.
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Jan. 12, Dharma
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Jack Yamaoka
Jan. 26, Goshoki
Hoonko & Fujinkai
Shinbokukai (New
Year’s party), 2pm

Kelowna Buddhist
Society Board of
Director’s Elections
Ballots have been
distributed. Please take
the time to mark your
ballot and return it to
the Temple by
December 31, 2019.
Please consider
allowing your name to
stand if you are
elected.

Kelowna Buddhist Society Annual General Meeting
January 12 @ 2pm. Please attend the AGM and voice your opinion on the affairs of the Temple.
Supper to follow @ 5:30pm
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From Sensei
Greetings for the New Year
The year 2019 has come to an end and the
New Year has begun to unfold. Let us pause to reflect
over the past year, and welcome the New Year 2020.
At this time, I would like to express my sincere
best wishes to everyone for a Happy New Year 2020. I
wish all of you a meaningful and constructive life for
the coming year. We begin the New Year with optimism, and positive expectations, but we never know
what the year may bring us. Over the past year many
things happened in the life of each family. When we
reflect on life, we recognize just how fragile and transient it can be. Throughout this, Amida Buddha’s wisdom and compassion will always be there for us. I
hope that the coming year will be a meaningful and fulfilling year for all of you and your families in the light of
Amida Buddha.
Over the past year, we had some memorable
experiences, such as the three major Buddhist Services: Ho-on-ko, Hanamatsuri, and Obon Services within
the Buddhist community. At the end of the Summer,
some of us attended the World Women’s Buddhist Convention, held in San Francisco. We also had the B.C.
Federation Convention, in Kamloops B.C. hosted by the
Kamloops Buddhist Temple. These and other Temple
activities gave us many opportunities to meet Dharma
friends. In between, we enjoyed several social events
and fund-raising activities. All of these contribute to
our sense of community and connection with others.
Within our B.C. Interior Buddhist Communities,
over this past year we lost several close Dharma
friends. With feelings of sadness and grief in our
hearts, we turn to our faith and take refuge in our spirituality to have a sense of comfort and the strength and
courage to carry on. The memories of our loved ones
and their contributions to us and our lives will remain
within our hearts forever.
This past year was different from other years in
many ways. Throughout the world, environmental issues have reached a worrisome level. These concerns
have been expressed by many aspects of our society in
the Political world, the scientific world, the industrial
and economical community. People around the world
have been concerned by the

increasing and imminent danger for the integrity of our
earth and humanity.
A young 16-year-old Swedish girl, Greta Thunberg, spoke at the United Nations Climate Action Summit with the shocking message to world leaders. She
said to the people of the world
“Entire ecosystems are collaps- There is an urgent
need for us to
ing. We are in the beginning of a
mass extinction, and all you can become actively
talk about is money and fairy ta- involved in efforts
les of eternal economical growth, to cope with the
multiplicity of
how dare you…” Her leadership
changes that
and sincerity were indeed conhave
occurred
vincing to the world. It was a
shocking and moving message within our planet.
about climate change and the
damage that has been done to the nature of our planet.
When we look back over past years, we cannot
fail to recognize that we have continued to pollute our
world and that our planet earth is in danger. This year
will be a year to remember our growing concerns about
the future of our planet and the importance of becoming aware of the chaos that is occurring within nature.
There is an urgent need for us to become actively involved in efforts to cope with the multiplicity of changes
that have occurred within our planet.
This coming year, we will face numerous challenges. In this complicated world of today, it is important for us to move beyond our own self-centred
lives. We need to recognize the urgency of issues relating to climate change. In today’s news, it was reported
that by the year 2100 that 1.9 billion people would experience a shortage of water.
As we begin the New Year, may it bring you opportunities to live a meaningful existence. Let us all
recognize the interconnectedness of all beings. Let us
worship together and deepen our spirituality. As we
recite Amida’s name, Namo Amida Butsu, may we gain
the strength to cope with the challenges that the year
ahead will have in store for us.
Seasons Greetings and Happy New Year to everyone.
In Gassho,
Rev. Yasuhiro Miyakawa.
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New Year’s Greeting
Happy New Year, everyone! At the beginning of this New Year, I would like to extend my best regards to you all.
Last year again, following the year before, Japan, as well as many other countries in the world, was struck with multiple natural
disasters. I would like to convey my deepest condolences to those who lost their lives through those disasters and express my
sympathy to everyone affected. In addition, we must never forget that armed conflicts and terror attacks as well as severe starvation is making it difficult to live, and lives are being lost every day.
Last September I had an opportunity to make an official visit to the temples of the Buddhist Churches of America as Monshu
for the first time. This allowed me to complete the first round of visitations to all of the overseas districts which include Canada, Hawaii, South America, and the US mainland.
Although every temple and district has its own history and background, many of the overseas Jodo Shinshu temples were established and have been cherished by the Japanese immigrants and their descendants. Reflecting on how sincerely our predecessors entrusted themselves to the Buddha Dharma and how importantly they thought of their temples while facing many
difficulties such as World War II, I cannot help but feel grateful and even awe for their tremendous efforts as well as many other wondrous circumstances that have allowed the Jodo Shinshu teaching to be handed down to us today.
However, a considerable amount of time has passed since the Japanese emigrated overseas, and the lifestyle of their descendants, as well as the world situation have changed greatly. In accordance with these changes, quite a few people who are
not of ethnically Japanese origin have also come to appreciate the teaching clarified by Shinran Shonin, and attend our overseas temples.
What caused this is nothing but the universality of the Jodo Shinshu teaching that transcends time and space. In other words,
Amida Buddha’s compassion equally reaches and nondiscriminatively embraces everyone in the midst of all sorts of pain and
agony.
In this year, let us continue to listen to the Dharma, considering it is directed to each one of us, and keep
moving forward to share it with many other people as possible.
January 1, 2020
OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

年頭の辞
新しい年のはじめにあたり、ご挨拶申し上げます。
昨年も日本をはじめ世界各地で多くの自然災害が起こりました。災害によってお亡くなりになられた方に謹んで哀悼の
意を表しますとともに、被災された方に心よりお見舞い申し上げます。また、これら以外にも紛争やテロ・飢餓などに
よって、日々多くの方が犠牲となり、困難な生活を送っておられることも忘れてはいけません。
さて、昨年9月に、門主として初めて北米開教区を訪問させていただきましたが、これによって、カナダ・ハワイ・南
米・北米の全開教区を門主としてお参りさせていただいたことになります。各開教区、また各お寺によって、その歴史
や現在の状況は異なりますが、多くのお寺が日本から移住された日本人の方とその子孫によって建立され、護持されて
きました。第二次世界大戦をはじめとする様々な困難な状況にあっても、み教えを依りどころとして、お寺を大切に護
ってこられた先人の方々に思いを致すとき、今日の私たちにまで浄土真宗のみ教えが受け継がれてきたことの尊く、ま
た不思議なご縁をとても有り難く思います。
一方で日本人の方が最初に海外へ移住されてから相当の年数がたち、日系人の方々の生活も大きく変化し、また、時代
状況も大きく変わりました。そのような中で、親鸞聖人が説かれた浄土真宗のみ教えは、日本人や日系人だけではなく
、世界中の多くの方に伝わり、各開教区においても、様々な方がお寺へ来られるようになってきました。それは、浄土
真宗のみ教えが、時代や場所を越えた普遍的な教えであるからです。すなわち、様々な悩みや苦しみを抱えるすべての
人々を包み込み、摂め取ってくださる阿弥陀さまのおはたらきが普遍的であるということです。
本年も自分のこととしてみ教えを聞くとともに、多くの方にみ教えが伝わるよう努めて参りましょう。
2019年1月1日
浄土真宗本願寺派
門主

大谷光淳
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2020 New Year’s Greeting from Office of the Bishop

On behalf of the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada, I wish to thank all of you for your support and understanding throughout the
year 2019.
While quietly reflecting on 2019, how quickly a year passes. At such times, I wonder what causes us to lose sight of what is truly of value.
“What is the big picture of life that Buddhism tries to encourage us to keep in mind, as we live?” When we lose sight of the big picture, without thinking, we just feel we know what we value, and we know what is right. But the essential point of Buddhism is very simple: What we
must value most in life… is life itself. We must value this opportunity to live and appreciate this experience that we share together.
My studies for academic advancement through Nishi Hongwanji was successfully completed in June, 2019. Earlier in the month of April, I
started a programme to learn Japanese tea ceremony, “Sado” or “Chado”. While I was learning how to make and serve green tea, I also
learned about the philosophy of tea ceremony. There is a Buddhist saying that is closely associated with the Tea Master, Sen No Rikyu
(1522-1591). The phrase is, “Ichigo-Ichie.” Literally, it means, “One Moment-One Meeting.” Within the tea ceremony, it implies that our
coming together in this moment happens but once in our lifetime; let us appreciate this time together.
Ultimately, in the big picture of things, it is certainly not about winning or losing a hockey game. It is not about getting what we want or having our way. Ultimately and most essentially, it is about valuing life and this time we have together. When our Dharma eyes are open, we
cannot help but see that we must not take for granted this very moment of life we are living. As I have often asked, “How many months of
Decembers will be ours to enjoy?” However many, that number is limited. Realizing this, let us try to live together and work together harmoniously in the spirit of “Ichigo-Ichie.” Let us live knowing that each day is new and fresh and at the same time, each moment may be our last.
With our Darma eyes open, let us try to enjoy this winter holiday season, letting go of our complaints, our anger, and resentments and embrace each moment and each meeting with others, knowing that they will never come again. In Jodo Shinshu, we would call a life of IchigoIchie, “A life of Nembutsu.”
Thank you for your kindness and support throughout the last year. We look forward to another wonderful year together. I would like to wish
everyone a very happy and healthy Holiday Season!
In gassho,
Tatsuya Aoki
Bishop, Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada

年頭の辞
旧年中は大変お世話になりました。カナダ開教区を代表して、謹んで御礼と新春のお慶び申し上げます。東京の田町に本部がある、
仏教伝道協会というグループがあります。世界へ仏教を広めるのが主な活動なのですが、私の友達が「お寺の掲示板大賞」というこ
とを始め、日本のメディアに取り上げられています。先日はTVジャパンでも見れる「あさイチ」に出演して紹介していました。幾つ
か法語を紹介させていただき、新年の挨拶と代えさせて頂きます。

「人間みんな 裁判官 他人は有罪 自分は無罪」
「子どもを おこるな 来た道じゃ 年寄 嫌うな 行く道じゃ」
「人は 出会いによって育てられ 人生は 別れによって 深められる」
「幸せだから 感謝するのではなく 感謝できることが 幸せである」
合掌

青木龍也（カナダ開教区 総長）

REMINDER
2020 Temple fees are due January 1, 2020.
The sustaining fee will remain at $170.00 per member. Membership dues remain at $5.00 per
member. ($175.00 total)
Please submit your payment to your district representative. Thank-you
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From The Executive
Hard to believe that 2019 is coming to an end and that 2020 is just around the corner. It didn’t seem that long ago when we
were concerned by the approach of the year 2000 as no one knew what would happen to our computers. However, computers continued to work, and the world didn’t come to an end on January 1, 2000, as some feared might happen because of the
year 2000 bug.
The last of the fund raising activities was completed on December 7 th with the making of the Udon and Mochi. A large number
of volunteers came out with many being the Japanese students. Thanks to those who came out to help.
A huge thank you to the many volunteers, members and friends of the Temple, who have helped with our fund raising activities throughout the year. Such help is priceless and has contributed to keeping the Temple running.
Kizunakai Senior's Day was held November 19th. Although a smaller group this year all the guests had fun with the games
that Jack had planned and Alan set-up with Sensei's assistance. Thanks for the team work. Rick set up and decorated the
tables which made the occasion special. Thanks, Rick. There was lots of food and was enjoyed by all. I think they all rolled
out the door after eating so much. The main course was ramen. Alan brought his usual stash of delicious food: Kuro Mame,
Kazunoko, Konnyaku. Shirley brought a Daikon and Persimmon Sunomono. Thanks to both for bringing the extra food.
Thanks to those who helped out in the kitchen, Joyce, Barb, Linda, Junko and Peggy T.
Ballots have been handed out or mailed to elect Temple board of directors. Please be sure to cast your ballots by December
31, 2019. If you have been elected to one of the board positions, please consider accepting. New members provide a different perspective, enthusiasm and new ideas.
The Board welcomes any ideas for fund raising activities and also social activities to engage members. Wishing you all the
best during the Holiday Season and a very Happy New Year. Hope that you are able to take the time to spend with family and
friends and that when New Year day comes around to make sure you eat Mochi and make some good New Years Resolutions.
In Gassho,
Maureen Hatanaka

From The Women’s Association
Christmas time!
With the last of the fund raising activities finished, many families are now getting ready for the holiday season.
The ladies were busy making Manju in November for sale on December 7 th. All of the Manju has been sold! Part of the sales
will be given to a local charity. Thanks to the Fujinkai ladies and other ladies who came out to help and to Rick and Chad who
helped press the Anko. It was quite the "Manju making bee". A special thanks to Shirley who organized, made and supervised
the Anko and Manju making and packaging. Thanks to Junko for making lunch.
Udon and Mochi making was held December 6th & 7th. Thank you to all who came out and helped. We had a large turnout of
volunteers during Mochi making with many of the Japanese students coming out to help. Thanks to Julie and Geri for putting
together the lunch for such a large number.
Elections for the KBTWA executive were held and ballots were tallied end of November. Announcement of the executive will
be made at the AGM. The AGM will be held at the Temple on Sunday, January 5 th, 2020 at 11:00am. This meeting is open to
all Women Association members. Lunch will be brought in (this is not a potluck) and will be complimentary. This is a good opportunity to hear about the accomplishments of the Women’s Association in 2019.
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and may the New Year bring Joy, Happiness & Laughter.
In Gassho,
Maureen Hatanaka
Ho-onko (Shinran Shonin’s Memorial)
Hoonko is a time to commemorate the death of Shinran Shonin, the founder of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, on January
16, 1262. Literally, the Japanese characters “Ho-On” means “return of gratitude” and “Ko” means “to clarify the
meaning of.” Ho-onko is the most important for the Jodo Shin Buddhists because it is a day to pay our respects to
Shinran Shonin. On this occasion, we assemble together to pay our homage to his memory and to Amida Buddha for
having awakened us to the existence of life’s supreme debt of gratitude. Shinran Shonin lived in the Kamakura Era,
Japan. In a time of disunity and violence, Shinran Shonin sought a way for all beings to attain perfect peace equally. Shinran
Shonin interpreted Buddhism on the level of common people. During that period in Japan, to become a Buddhist meant having to leave one’s home and family to enter a life of strict practices and intellectual study of Buddhism. Shinran Shonin however, lived the life of an ordinary person, the same as that of the farmers and fishermen. Shinran Shonin had a wife and children. He ate meat and fish. Shinran Shonin lived a Nembutsu life with his family and opened up the path to Buddhism to the
common people. If Shinran Shonin had not clarified the teachings of the Primal Vow, our Temple and Sangha would not be
in existence today. For this, we praise the virtues of our founder, express our sincere appreciation for having encountered his
teachings and reconfirm our true entrusting minds to listen and live his teachings each day.
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January, 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

29

30

31

1

2

3

4

9

10

11

17

18

24

25

31

1

New Year’s Day
Service, 2pm

5

6

Women’s
Association
AGM 11am

Taiko Practice,
7pm

12

13

Dharma School,
10am
Dharma Shotsuki,
1pm,
KBT AGM 2pm,
Supper to follow.

Taiko Practice,
7pm

19

20

7

8

Taiko Practice,
7pm

14

15

Executive meeting 7pm
Taiko Practice,
7pm

21

22

Taiko Practice,
7pm

26
Dharma School, 10am
Goshoki Hoonko &
Installation of Officers,
2pm
Fujinkai Shinbokukai
(New year’s party) to
follow.

16

23
Taiko Practice,
7pm

27

28

29

30

Taiko Practice,
7pm

Apple Pie
Making, 8am

Apple Pie
Making, 8am

Taiko Practice,
7pm
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Building Fund continued from page 8

Yamaoka, Tomoye ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$30.

Anonymous ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$20.

Tanemura, Shirley ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$50.

Suzuki, R & Tanaka, P ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$25.

Yamaoka, M/M Alan ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$50.

Dharma School Bottle & Can Recycling
Dharma School students have been engaged in an on-going
fundraiser, collecting refundable beverage containers.
Please consider donating your empties by dropping them off
in the Temple Hall.
Your contributions are gratefully accepted!

General

Uyeyama, Pegi Hayashi
Anonymous

$25.
Farmers Market

$10.

In Kind

Yamaoka, M/M Alan ~ Keys & Matches
Yamaoka, M/M Alan ~ Supplies

$15.24
$10.

Sustaining Fees

Uyeyama, Joe & Pegi

$340.

Our Temple family lost a long time member when
Mrs. Tomiko Tamaki passed away on November
2, 2019. “Tomi” spent countless hours over several decades working along side Sid at their grocery store. She was a loving and hardworking
wife, mother and grandmother. Her gentle guidance will be
missed by five children and their families. Our sincere condolences are extended to Don, George, Lynn, Gord, Bruce and
the entire Tamaki family. Namo Amida Butsu.

As this is the last edition of the New Dharma Express for 2019, I’d like to do a little house keeping.
Thank-you to Miyakawa Sensei for working tirelessly to share his tremendous knowledge of the Dharma. At each of our
monthly board meetings, Sensei reports on his activities from the previous month. He maintains a very busy schedule ministering to the entire interior of the province. I’d like to acknowledge all of the members of the Temple Board of Directors and of
the Women’s Association for diligently caring for the affairs of our organization. A big Thank-you to the directors for contributing monthly reports for publication in newsletter. Maureen Hatanaka wears several hats within our organization and contributes a report from the Women’s Association each month as well as taking her turn with the director’s report.
To all of our members and friends who have contributed both monetarily and with their labour, with all of our fundraising activities, to ensure that the Temple organization remains fiscally sound.
I also wish to acknowledge the Hunter family for volunteering to ensure the success of the B.C. 55+ Seniors Games, which
were hosted by Kelowna this past summer. Jay and Mari with Ice Hockey and Suma with golf. The event was very well received by the thousands of participants and supporters. As mentioned in the September edition of the Newsletter, Kaichi
Uemoto and Derek Mayeda also participated in the games. Linda Uemoto and Shirley Tanemura proof read the newsletter
and Shirley picks up the hard copies from the print shop, stuffs envelopes and mails them to the recipients that choose to
receive paper copies, each month.
I’d like to take this opportunity to extend my best wishes to everyone for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
In Gassho,
Herb
Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu, Namo Amida Butsu

Mrs. Shizue Hayashi
October 7, 1922 ~
January 29, 2019

Mr. Morio Tahara
March 9, 1929 ~
August 5, 2019

Mr. Yoshihiko "Barney" Kitaura
April 29, 1927 ~ September 24,
2019

Mrs. Tomiko Tamaki
July 22, 1931 ~
November 2, 2019
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With Gratitude the Temple and all of its Affiliated Organizations

Acknowledge Your Generous Contribution
Apologies for any Errors or Omissions.
Fujinkai

Koga, Carol

Memorial

$10.

Dharma Shotsuki

Terada, Lorne ~ in memory of Yosh Terada

$- -.

Kawaguchi, Nancy ~ in memory of Master Masami Ueda

$20.

Ueda, Mrs. Yosh ~ in memory of Master Masami Ueda,
Jutaro Ueda, Shizue Ueda

$60.

Suzuki, R. & Tanaka, P. ~ in memory of Yuki Tanemura

$25.

Tanemura, Shirley ~ in memory of Yukio Tanemura

$50.

Ewuk, Meiko & Greg ~ in memory of Yuki Tanemura

$50.

Nishi, Tammy ~ in memory of Yuki Tanemura

$25.

Yamaoka, M/M Alan ~ in memory of Kichiyo Nishi

$20.

Yamaoka, M/M Alan ~ in memory of Setsuko Nishi

$20.

Koga, Carol ~ in memory of Yosh Terada, Toshiko Terada,
Mary Koga & Bodhi Day
Tahara, M/M Jack ~ In memory of Sumio Tahara
Koga, M/M David ~ In memory of Mary Koga

$100.
$25.
$100.

Bodhi Day

Hayashi Uyeyama, Pegi

$20.

Tanaka , M/M Herb

$30.

Hatanaka, Maureen

$30.

Tanemura, Shirley

$20.

Kizuna Kai

Tanemura. Shirley ~ 25 year memorial for Roy Tanaka

$50.

Ewuk, Meiko ~ In memory of Elsie Hagel

$25.

Tanemura, Shirley ~ In memory of Elsie Hagel

$60.

Tanemura, Shirley ~ In memory of Hatsumi Shigeyoshi

$20.

Tanemura, Shirley ~ In memory of Tomiko Tamaki

$20.

Suzuki, R & Tanaka, P ~ In memory of Elsie Hagel

$50.

Suzuki, R & Tanaka, P ~ In memory of Tomi Tamaki

$50.

Mayeda, Derek ~ In memory of Elsie Hagel

$50.

Yamaoka, M/M Alan ~ In memory of Elsie Hagel

$30.

Newsletter

Uemoto, Yoko

$30.

Niven, Jim & Seiko

$50.

Dharma School

Tahara, M/M Tim ~ in memory of Morio Tahara

$300.

Matsuda Family ~ 50 Year Memorial for Susumu Matsuda

$300.

Mein Sales

Ogi, M/M Teruo

$70.

Mochi

Suzuki, Tosh

$20.

Thanksgiving

Yamaoka, M/M Alan

$25.

Hatanaka, Maureen

$20.

Tanemura, Shirley

$20.

Tanaka, M/M Herb

$30.

Suzuki, R & Tanaka, P

$30.

Uemoto, M/M Kaichi

$30.

Tomiye, Reg

$20.

Terai, Isao

$20.

Kouchiyama, M/M Jason

$20.

Hunter, M/M Jay

$20.

Ito, Kenji ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$25.

Anonymous

$20.

Koga, Carol ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$75.

Suzuki, M/M Toshiya

$30.

Tanaka, M/M Herb ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$30.

Sugie, M/M Sam

$25.

Ito, Morio ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$20.

Koga, Carol

$25.

Suzuki, M/M Toshiya ~ In memory of Barney Kitaura

$30.

Tanemura, Shirley

$10.

Building Fund

Continued on page 7

Legislation enacted by the Provincial Government restricts organizations from divulging personal information without the approval of the individuals affected. The donations generously made by Temple members and friends fall under the realm of personal information. Therefore, if you object to your donations being published in the Temple Newsletter, please let us know and we will cease doing so (Mail or Email
your wish to be omitted from the published list). In Gassho, Temple Board of Directors

